Issues in the sphere of elder abuse and neglect: the role of education.
In recent years, there has been an increased emphasis on violence and abuse within society. It therefore seems appropriate to consider the role of education in promoting a greater understanding of the linked phenomena of elder abuse and neglect, and of the quality of life of older people. The rationale behind the educational process covering the area of elder abuse and neglect has not, until now, been discussed in any structured or open way. Education concerning these social problems has tended to develop in an ad hoc manner, with numerous organizations, professionals and academics developing their own ideas about what might be considered to be an appropriate curriculum. This paper aims to address some of the fundamental questions which need to be explored, including: who is to be educated; what knowledge is to be taught; and how is it to be taught?